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Commissioners’ Meeting Minutes for August 24, 2009 
 
Members Present:    Stanley Doughty Jr., James Gurney and Bill Bauer  
 
Staff Present:  Paul Adams  
 
Audience: Steve Levy of Maine Rural Water Assoc., Town Councilmen Fern 

Larochelle and Roger Cote 
Late Arrivals: Attorney Joe Donahue of Preti Flaherty 
 
Meeting called to order by Mr. Doughty Jr., at 6:30pm.   
 

I. WARRANTS 
A. Warrant 32 for August 12, 2009- Approved 
B. Warrant 33 for August 19, 2009- Approved 

II. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
A. None 

III. OLD BUSINESS 
A. Reading and Approval of Minutes: 

1. Minutes from August 10, 2009 
a. Mr. Bauer made a motion to accept the minutes as written. Mr. Doughty Jr. 2nd

i. Mr. Gurney abstained from the motion and the vote as he was not 
present at the last meeting. 

 
the motion followed by a positive unanimous 2/0 vote.  

B. Town Council Workshop 
1. The Commissioners and the Councilmen discussed the workshop held at the Town 

Office on August 18th

a. The Water Commissioners and the Town Councilmen each expressed their 
frustrations with the workshop and that none of the issues between the Town 
Officials and the Water Dept. Officials were resolved. 

.  

b. The Commissioners and the Town Councilmen agreed to future workshops to try 
to resolve the issues. 

2. The Commissioners discussed the following issues with Attorney Joe Donahue. 
a. PUC requirements for meter readings.  

i. Mr. Donahue stated that the PUC requires the water utility to act as a 
prudent competitive business. They monitor the water dept to control rates 
either by reducing costs or obtaining fair revenue to cover the costs 
associated with services provided by the water utility. 

b. Freedom of Access Law 



i. Mr. Donahue stated that the LWD is only required to provide access to 
the information so that the public can see that there is no fraud or 
corruption. He stated that it is not the intent behind the law for others to 
profit from obtaining this information. 

ii. The Councilors and the Commissioners discussed the information. 
3. Next Workshop with the Town Council and the Water Dept. Commissioners 

a. Mr. Doughty Jr. will contact Mr. Bowie to schedule another workshop to set 
agenda, time and date. 

C. Billing Letter to the Water Department Customers 
1. Mr. Adams inquired of the Commissioners if they wanted to send out a letter to the 

ratepayers to explain the separation from the previous billing procedures. 
2. Mr. Gurney made a motion to send a letter to the ratepayers explaining the new 

billing process. Mr. Bauer 2nd

D. Tabled Items 
 the motion followed by a positive unanimous 3/0 vote. 

1. Wellhead Protection-Tabled-No action has been taken. 
2. Dragon Property- Tabled 
3. Upland Road Project-Waiting for more info. 
4. Route 9 Project- In progress with the Town and MDOT 

E. Other Old Business 
1. Paul Brunelle Invoice Complaint 

a. Mr. Gurney inquired about the outcome of Mr. Brunelle’s complaint. 
i. Mr. Bauer stated that he spoke with the staff and they concurred that 

the invoice was accurate. He made a recommendation that a letter stating 
the Commissioners verified the time and charges and that the invoice is 
justified. 

2. April Hawks Toilet Issue 
a. Mr. Doughty Jr. stated that the issue with Ms. Hawks’ toilet was resolved by Mr. 

Bauer. He had met her at her house and discovered that her toilet tank valve had 
been shut off. He turned the valve back on and the toilet worked fine. She sent a 
letter of appreciation to the Water Dept. 

IV. NEW BUSINESS 
A. General Manager’s Report 

1. 2010 DWSRF application 
a. Mr. Adams stated that he received the application for the Maine Drinking Water 

State Revolving Fund for 2010. The deadline for the submittal is October 16, 
2009.  

b. Mr. Levy stated that because our rates are so low that we will not be eligible for 
free grant money. We will qualify for a lower rate for borrowed money.  

c. The Commissioners discussed the issue, but took no action. 
B. Other New Business 

1. None 
C. Next Meeting Date 

1. The next Commissioners’ Meeting date is for Monday, September 14, 2009 at 
6:30pm. 

V. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
A. Mr. Bauer made a motion to enter Executive Session, at 9:40pm, citing MRSA § 405 (6) (E) 

Consultation with Legal Counsel. Mr. Gurney 2nd the motion followed by a positive 
unanimous 3/0 vote. 



B. Mr. Bauer made a motion to exit Executive Session, at 10:05pmMr. Gurney 2nd

C. Mr. Bauer made a motion to issue a letter to the Town Council to follow counsel 
recommendations. Mr. Gurney 2

 the motion 
followed by a positive unanimous 3/0 vote. 

nd

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 the motion followed by a positive unanimous 3/0 vote. 

A. Mr. Gurney made a motion to adjourn and Mr. Bauer 2nd the motion followed by a positive 
unanimous 3/0 vote. The meeting adjourned at 10:07pm. 


