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Commissioners’ Meeting Minutes for April 26, 2010 
 
Members Present:    Stanley Doughty Jr., and Ken Wells 
 
Members Absent:  Bill Bauer 
 
Staff Present:  Paul Adams and Larry Plourde 
 
Audience: Vern Foxe 
 
Meeting called to order by Mr. Doughty Jr., at 6:30pm.   
 

I. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION  
A. Lisbon Water Dept. Legal Notice for the Rate Increase 

1. Mr. Foxe stated that he had a few questions about the legal notice he received. He 
asked if we had to comply with the MSRA for legal notices. He quoted that the 
Statute stated that he was entitled to have 14 days notice in writing prior to the public 
hearing date of May 5, 2010 and a notice in the local newspaper. Mr. Foxe stated that 
he did not receive his notice until Saturday, April 24th. Mr. Wells confirmed that he 
did not receive his copy until today April 26th

a. Mr. Wells confirmed that the legal notice was in both the Sun Journal and that 
Times Record on April 16

. 

th

b. Mr. Adams stated that First Choice Printing was supposed to have mailed the 
written notices on April 20

. 

th

2. The Commissioners discussed the issue and Mr. Adams will check to see the 
ramifications if the notices were not sent when they were supposed to be. Mr. Adams 
will also follow up with Mr. Foxe. 

. He did not receive written confirmation of this yet, 
and he has not had time to call to confirm. He will call first thing in the morning 
to check on it. 

B. Water Quality 
1. Mr. Foxe asked about a red ring in his cat’s water dish. 

a. Mr. Doughty Jr. stated that he has had this issue at his work as well and it was 
determined to be an airborne bacterium that reacts with moisture from the water 
when it sits. He said that he has literature from American Water Works Assoc. 
that he will forward to the Mr. Adams. 

II. WARRANTS 
A. Warrant 15 for April 14, 2010- Approved 
B. Warrant 16 for April 21, 2010- Approved 

III. OLD BUSINESS 
A. Reading and approval of minutes: 

1. Minutes from April 12, 2010 
a. Mr. Wells made a motion to accept the minutes as written.  



b. Mr. Plourde stated that he had an issue with the comments in the minutes 
regarding Kevin Partridge’s request for water and the Commissioners’ decision. 
He stated that Mr. Bauer commented that the line was 1500ft long and Mr. 
Plourde stated that the line is not 1500ft long.  He reiterated that he still stands by 
his initial decision that Mr. Partridge could have good drinkable water if he were 
to tie into the existing line that runs up Old Meadow Rd for a fire hydrant. Mr. 
Plourde also took exception that Mr. Partridge would have a personal issue 
training Water Dept. staff.  Mr. Plourde stated that he had no personal issue with 
Mr. Partridge and that he felt that he could resolve the business issue as well.  

i. Mr. Plourde stated that the main is about 650ft (containing about 955 
gallons of water) from Mr. Partridge’s property.  Mr. Plourde stated that 
he utilized the “Ask the Tech” from OP Flow magazine and Ken Mercer 
replied with supporting data for drinkable water. 

ii. Mr. Plourde also reiterated previous statements made in regards to 
running water from Upland Rd and stated he that there is already a tap 
available on Mr. Partridge’s side of the road to utilize that was not 
presented as an option.  

iii. He stated that he was upset that he has taken negative criticism for his 
initial conversation with Mr. Partridge telling him that he could access the 
public water supply for a reasonable cost. Mr. Plourde is certain that Mr. 
Partridge could be a LWD customer with good drinkable water and that 
not all the information available was presented at the meeting when the 
decision was made. 

iv. Mr. Adams and Mr. Plourde discussed the options and expressed their 
opinions and Mr. Adams stated that he does not endorse tapping the main 
that the fire hydrant is on. 

c. The Commissioners discussed the issue and Mr. Wells made a motion for Mr. 
Adams to contact Mr. Partridge and offer him access to the public water supply at 
the corporation tap on Old Meadow Rd and express that we could provide him 
with good drinkable water. Mr. Doughty Jr. 2nd

i. The Commissioners discussed the requirements as being a copper line 
that would after installed be taken over by LWD as a main extension. 
They expressed that if anyone after Mr. Partridge were to tap into this 
main that some of Mr. Partridge’s costs will be reimbursed to him when 
they are recovered from the next customer. 

 the motion followed by a positive 
unanimous 2/0 vote. 

ii. Mr. Plourde also stated the he wanted to clear the record that he did 
not give Mr. Partridge a written quote, but he had told him verbally a 
general idea of around $500 to $600.  

iii. The Commissioners agreed that the original decision was made in 
haste and they apologize to Mr. Partridge. 

d. Mr. Doughty Jr. 2nd

B. Upland Rd and Route 9 Project 

 the motion to approve the minutes as written for April 12, 
2010 followed by a positive unanimous 2/0 vote.  

1. Plan for residents on Route 9 above Upland Rd. 
a. Mr. Adams stated that he received an e-mail from the Town Engineer, Ryan 

Leighton, stating that the Town feels that they feel that the issue of the residents 
needing water beyond Upland Rd is for the Water Dept. to resolve, including Mr. 
Upham. 



i. Mr. Adams stated that he did not agree with Mr. Leighton as Mr. 
Upham has a contaminated well that is supposed to be resolved by the 
Town. 

ii. The Commissioners asked Mr. Adams to forward a copy of the letter 
that was sent to Mr. Upham so that they are aware of where the Water 
Dept. stands at this point. 

2. Progress of New Main on Route 9 
a. Mr. Plourde stated that the main has been installed up to the end of the existing 

customers. He said that they have pressure tested the line and are in the process of 
disinfection for acceptable water samples. 

b. Mr. Adams stated that there have been several calls or requests from potential 
new customers on Route 9 and Upland Rd. Mr. Adams inquired as to when the 
informational meeting will be for these residents. 

i. Mr. Wells suggested May 24, 2010 at the Town Office at 6:30pm and 
if they can’t then to draft a letter to present at the next meeting to mail out. 

3. Progress for Upland Road 
a. Mr. Adams stated that ETTI has had a lot of trouble boring Barker Brook as they 

are running into steel pylons. They have been three days trying to accomplish the 
boring. The Commissioners expressed their concern for the increase of cost. 

C. Lisbon Water Dept. Corn Shop Location 
1. Mr. Adams stated that he met with Mr. Papailia of Angelo’s and Mr. Papailia would 

like to purchase the whole piece of property. 
2. Mr. Adams stated that he consulted the town ordinance and the ordinance states that 

the surface coverage can not exceed 75% of the total piece of property.   
a. The Commissioners suggested Mr. Papailia to figure out the size of a proposed 

parking lot and then they would figure 25% more to meet the ordinance as a 
minimum size to consider selling. 

3. Mr. Wells made a motion to have the property appraised to have an actual value to 
work with. Mr. Doughty Jr. 2nd

D. Payment to Dirigo Engineering 

 the motion followed by a positive unanimous 2/0 
vote. 

1. Mr. Adams stated that Dirigo had not received payment for outstanding balances. 
2. Mr. Adams stated that he received confirmation from Mr. Sawtell that he forwarded a 

copy of the breakout of the charges for Upland Rd and Route 9 to the Town. 
3. The Commissioners discussed the issue and decided to wait for Mr. Bauer to return as 

he has been the contact with the Town, and that neither Mr. Wells nor Mr. Doughty 
Jr. knows the results of the last meeting that Mr. Bauer had with the Town. 

E. Customer Complaint Log and Customer Comment Cards 
1. Mr. Adams stated that there were no new complaints, but we did receive a positive 

comment card from a customer about Mrs. Reynolds. 
F. Tabled Items 

1. Wellhead Protection-Tabled 
2. Dragon Property- Tabled 
3. Pay Increases- Tabled 

G. Other Old Business 
1. None 

IV. NEW BUSINESS 
A. General Manager’s Report 

1. None 
B. Other New Business 

1. Insurance Memo from the Town of Lisbon 



a. Mr. Adams stated that Mrs. Reynolds left copies, for the Commissioners, of a 
memo from the Town Manager that they are reviewing health insurance options 
again. 

2. Community Recognition Night 
a. Mr. Doughty Jr. inquired about a possible employee recognition night that was 

held. 
i. Mr. Wells stated that he did not think it was for employees, but that it 

was to recognize community members for their volunteer time. 
ii. Mr. Adams stated that they did recognize some Town employees. 
iii. Mr. Plourde stated that he was told that there were over 100 people in 

attendance and that any employee who had over 5 years of service got 
recognition and service pins. 

iv. Mr. Doughty Jr. wanted to know why the Water Dept. was not 
included in this. 

v. Mr. Wells will check with the Town Manager’s assistant to clarify the 
confusion. 

3. Rate Case 
a. Mr. Adams stated that there may be a petition against the rate increase. He stated 

that a couple people called complaining and that one woman stated that she would 
be in to get a copy of the petition form. He said that she has not come to the office 
for the form yet. 

b. Mr. Adams stated that he instructed Mrs. Reynolds to inform the woman that she 
could pursue the petition but that is not a guarantee to stop the rate case, and that 
the ultimate decision resides with the Public Utilities Commission’s review of the 
rate case information. 

c. The Commissioners commented that the public passed the bond issue and that a 
petition would add unnecessary expensive legal fees to negate the petition and to 
pay for the legal fees for the Public Advocates time. 

C. Next Meeting Date 
1. The next Commissioners’ Meeting date is for Monday, May 10, 2010 at 6:30pm. 

V. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
A. None 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
A. Mr. Wells made a motion to adjourn and Mr. Doughty Jr. 2nd the motion followed by a 

positive unanimous 2/0 vote. The meeting adjourned at 7:40pm. 


	A. None

