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Town of Lisbon, Maine

OUTDOOR
SHOOTING RANGE ORDINANCE
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SHOOTING RANGE ORDINANCE

Section 1.  Purpose
This Shooting Range Ordinance is intended to regulate the establishment and operation of new and existing outdoor shooting range facilities pursuant to 12 M.R.S.A. §13201 (1) and 25 M.R.S.A § 2011 (3), as they may be amended, and 30-A M.R.S.A. § 3001 et seq. (Maine's Home Rule Law). Due to their potential noise impacts and safety concerns, shooting range facilities merit  careful review to minimize adverse effects on adjoining properties. This ordinance does not otherwise apply to the general discharge of firearms or the use of bows and arrows in accordance with all other applicable laws or regulations.

Section 2. References
The following references provide the sources of information as used in this ordinance:
NRA Range Source Book - NRA's guide to planning and constructing shooting ranges. Copyright 2016 The National Rifle Association of America
EPA Best Management Practices for Lead at Outdoor Shooting Ranges - United States Environmental Protection agency - EPA-902- B-01-001 Revised June 2005 Region 2
Lisbon Maine Code of Ordinances:
	Chapter 26 Article IV. Noise
	Chapter 62 Site Plans Division 3.- Tier 2 Developments
Maine Revised Statutes :
	Title 30-A: Municipalities and Counties Chapter 141 §3011. 			Regulation of Sport Shooting Ranges
	Title 17: Crimes Chapter 91: Nuisances §2806. Sport Shooting 			Ranges




Section 3. Definitions
As used in this ordinance, the following terms shall have the respective meanings ascribed to them:
dBA- The sound pressure level, in decibels, as measured on a precision level meter on the A-weighted scale.
EPA Lead Management Guidelines - Shall mean, at any given time,	the latest edition of the United States Environmental Protection Agency's Best Management Practices for Lead at Outdoor Shooting Ranges.
Firearm(s)- A weapon, including but not limited to pistols, rifles, and shotguns, capable of firing a projectile using an explosive charge as a propellant.
NRA Range Source Book - Shall mean, at any given time, the latest edition of The Range Source Book, as published by the National Rifle Association.
Occupied Dwelling(s)- Shall mean any structure which is legally occupied by one or more persons.
Person(s) - Any individual, corporation, association, club, firm, or partnership.
Shooting Range(s) - An area designed and improved to encompass shooting stations or firing lines, target areas, berms and baffles, and other related components.
Shooting Range Facility - A public or private facility, including individual shooting ranges, safety fans or shortfall zones, structures, parking areas, and other associated improvements, designed for the purpose of providing a place for the discharge of various types of firearms; provided, however, that a shooting range facility shall not include incidental target practice areas on private property.
Shotfall Zone(s) - An area within which the shot or pellets contained above ground or any other permanent, manmade facilities.
Structure(s) - A walled and roofed building that is principally above ground or any other permanent, manmade facility.
Surface Danger Zone- Any area that may reasonably expect  projectile impact from direct fire, including misdirected and accidental discharges and ricochets from any firearm, which takes into consideration all mitigation efforts as submitted by the applicant and determined by a certified engineer.
Target(s) - Any object or area which is used as the intended recipient of the projectiles fires from a firearm.
Town- Shall mean the town of Lisbon, Maine located in Androscoggin County.
Section 4. Applicability
This ordinance is applicable to all outdoor shooting range facilities in the town.

Section 5. Performance Standards
The performance standards shall apply to all shooting range 	facilities. It is the intent of this ordinance to accomplish the following:
70-5-1. Shot Containment
Shooting range facilities shall be designed to contain all of the bullets, shot or other projectiles or any other debris within the shooting range facility.
70-5-2. Noise Mitigation
Noise levels measured at the property line where the shooting range facility is operated or, in the case of leased land, at the property line of any leased parcel, shall not exceed sixty-five (65) dBA when said property is located within one thousand (1,000) feet of an existing occupied dwelling, subject to the limitations of 30-A M.R.S.A. §3011, as it may be amended, regarding existing shooting range facilities. Reference Town of Lisbon Ordinances, Chapter 26 Article IV: Noise, for additional regulation.

Section 6. Development  Requirements
70-6-1. Minimum design requirements
where not otherwise specified within this ordinance, shooting range facilities shall meet or exceed the design standards for general and utility type of range specified by the NRA Range Source Book.
70-6-2. Setbacks
Notwithstanding requirements of the performance standards of Section 5 the following setbacks shall apply:
1. Except for existing shooting range facilities, all shooting stations and targets on a shooting range facility shall be located a minimum of three hundred (300) feet from any property line. Existing shooting range facilities with shooting stations and targets located closer than three hundred (300) feet from any property line shall not be allowed to further encroach within that setback; and

2. Except for existing shooting range facilities, the surface danger zone shall be contained within the property boundary line.
70-6-3. Warning Signs
Warning signs meeting or exceeding the standards set forth in the NRA Range Source Book shall be posted at one hundred (100) foot intervals along the entire perimeter of the shooting range and along the entire perimeter of the property lines in the same intervals.
70-6-4. Distance from Adjoining Property Boundary Lines
Except for existing shooting range facilities, all shooting stations, targets, and firing lines shall be located at least three hundred (300) feet from any adjoining property line. Existing shooting range facilities shall not be permitted to relocate or enlarge said range to further encroach within said setback.
70-6-5. Access to Shooting Range Facility
Access to the shooting range facility shall be secured and controlled, with ingress and egress permitted only during those operating hours established in Section 70-7-3, except during routine maintenance or other business that does not involve shooting firearms.

Section 7. Operational Requirements
70-7-1. Maintenance
Where not otherwise specified in this ordinance, shooting range facilities shall be operated and maintained in a manner that shall meet or exceed the standards set forth in the NRA Range Source Book.
70-7-2. Best Management Practices
Outdoor shooting range facilities shall provide a plan outlining its best management practices relating to lead management. Said plan shall meet or exceed the standards set forth in EPA's Best Management Practices for Lead at Outdoor Shooting Ranges.
70-7-3. Hours of Operation
Shooting range facilities shall be allowed to operate between 9 a.m. and sunset Monday through Saturday and from noon to sunset on Sundays.
70-7-4. Liability Insurance
The licensee shall be required to carry a minimum of Two Million Dollars (2,000,000.00) per occurrence of liability insurance. A current certificate of liability insurance coverage shall be provided to the town. The town shall be notified of any policy changes or lapses in coverage.
Section 8. Procedure for securing approval for new ranges 
70-8-1. Site Plan Review Application
A Site Plan Review Application to establish and operate a shooting range facility shall be submitted by the legal property owner(s) or lessees (or their agent) to the Code Enforcement Officer for review. Upon review the Code Enforcement Officer shall submit said application to the Lisbon Planning Board for Tier 2 Site Plan approval. 
70-8-2. Fees
A Site Plan Review fee is required once the application has been submitted to the Planning Board. The applicant shall be responsible to reimburse the town for engineering and other professional services needed to review the application.
70-8-3. Required Information
The applicant shall provide sufficient information to demonstrate compliance with these provisions, which shall include detailed description of the types and uses of firearms and ammunition either used or proposed to be used at this site.
70-8-4. Site Plan
A site plan for the entire shooting range facility shall be submitted with the application in accordance with Chapter 62- Divison 3- Tier 2 Developments. All requirements listed on the Site Plan Review Application must be included. 
70-8-5. Environmental Stewardship Plan 
A site-specific Environmental Stewardship Plan (ESP) for managing shooting-associated materials shall be submitted with the application 
70-8-6. Action
Within thirty (30) days, the Code Enforcement Officer shall take one (1) of the following actions:
1. Reject the application as incomplete.
2. Submit the application to the Planning Board with recommendation for approval or approval with conditions.
3. Submit the application to the Planning Board with recommendation that the application be denied.


Section 9. Registration and Compliance of existing shooting range facilities
70-9-1. Registration 
All existing shooting range facilities shall provide a site plan, in accordance with Section 70-8-4, within Three Hundred and Sixty Five ( 365) days after the effective date of this ordinance and make reasonable efforts to comply with Section 70-5-1 and comply with Section 70-6-3 within said Three Hundred and Sixty Five ( 365) days.
70-9-2. Abandonment and Discontinuance
When an existing shooting range facility is discontinued without the intent to reinstate the shooting range use, the property owner shall notify the town of such intent. In any event, the discontinuance of the shooting range facility or non-use of the shooting range facility for a period in excess of three (3) years shall create the presumption said shooting range facility is abandoned, and any current, valid permits issued shall terminate. As established by 30-A M.R.S.A § 3011, if there has been no shooting activity for a period of Three (3) years, resumption of shooting shall be considered the establishment of a new shooting range facility for purposes of this ordinance.

Section 10.  Background Check
Upon receipt of an application from the Code Enforcement Officer for a new shooting range facility the town's police department will conduct a criminal records check on the owner and lessee, if any, of the property on which the shooting range facility is to be located and on the individual designated by the owner to operate the shooting range facility, if different from the owner. Upon completion of the criminal records check, the Police Department will forward its findings to the Code Enforcement Officer.

Section 11. Changes, Expansions and Transferability
70-11-1. Changes or Expansions
If any shooting range facility is intended to be substantially changed or expanded to include types of shooting, operations, or activities not covered by an existing permit, a new permit for the entire facility shall be secured in accordance with all of the provisions of this ordinance.
70-11-2. Transferability
A permit issued pursuant to this ordinance may not be transferred to another operator without the written approval and consent of the Lisbon Planning Board.
Section 12. Conditions and Safeguards
The Lisbon Planning Board may prescribe appropriate conditions and safeguards in conformity with this ordinance. Violations of such conditions and safeguards, when made a part of the terms under which the exception is granted, shall be deemed a violation of this ordinance. 

Section 13. Enforcement, Remedies, and Penalties
70-13-1. Enforcement and Remedies
The Code Enforcement Officer shall be responsible for the enforcement of this ordinance. Any violation of this ordinance or of any condition or requirement adopted pursuant to these provisions may be restrained, corrected, or abated, as the case may be, by injunction or other appropriate proceedings as allowed by state law.
70-13-2. Civil Penalties
Any person who violates any provision of this ordinance shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $100.00 per violation plus costs of prosecution, including but not limited to attorney's fees. No penalty shall be assessed until the Person alleged to be in violation has been notified of the violation. Each day of a continuing violation shall constitute a separate violation and any such penalty shall be recovered for the use of the Town.
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