Lisbon’s

Boston Gold Post Cane

Awarded on November 24, 2014

To

Virginia (Goddard) Tardiff

At Age 99

Born September 30, 2014

Authorized By

Town Councilors

Lisa Ward, Chairman, At Large
Gregg Garrison, At Large
Christopher Brunelle, At Large
Mark Lunt, District 1
Eric Metivier, District 1
Roger Bickford, District 2
Dillon Pesce, District 2

Diane Barnes, Town Manager
Twila Lycette, Town Clerk


Virginia Tardiff was born on September 30, 1914 in Lisbon Falls, the youngest of eight children.  She grew up on Oak Street located next to the old Hotel and near the Worumbo Mill.  She remembers ice skating, parties with friends, and watching the Lisbon Lemons play baseball.  She said the Lisbon team was well known all over.  Their home games were well attended.  

She attended the Sand Hill Elementary School on Maple Street.  She indicated that fifth to eight grade was held at the old Historical Society’s yellow schoolhouse at the corner of Route 9 and Upland Road.  She went to the Lisbon High School, now known as the Campus Commons, where she graduated in 1931.    

Mrs. Tardiff said she married Romeo and raised seven children.  She began her married life in the house next door to the Big Apple.  It’s now an apartment building.  At some point she moved to Bowdoin where she became the Postmaster.  She turned the porch into the Post Office to serve residents there.  The large farm was busy as well.  She raised green beans and other crops that she sold to a nearby factory where they canned them.  She said she did a lot of canning in her day.  She recalled the time the Postmaster Inspector dropped by, only to find her out in the field picking green beans, but it went okay.  

Mrs. Tardiff served on the School Board in Bowdoin for one term.  She was active in the Bowdoin Historical Society.  She recalls fondly the many Eastern Star meetings she and her mother attended at Pioneer Chapter Number 11 in Lisbon Falls.  She mentioned that her Grandfather, Mr. Goddard was the first Master Mason in the Lisbon Falls Lodge. 

Mrs. Tardiff has many wonderful stories to tell.  She recalled the time when New England Telephone was located above the Moxie Store.  She said she used to buy penny candy at Kennebec Fruit Company located on the corner of Main and Lisbon Street.  

Her father worked at the Worumbo Mill his whole life.  She was very familiar with the different types of cloth they made.  She confirmed that their heavy wool cloth was used to make military uniforms.  She remembered the trolley.  She said she never learned to drive a vehicle.  Her father never owned one.  She walked to school or someone gave her a ride occasionally.  

It was a delight to visit with Mrs. Tardiff.  She proudly received the award and said she appreciated it very much.  Photos were taken by Darcie Moore of the Times Record.  An article should appear in that paper on Tuesday or Wednesday, November 25, or 26.

Written by Twila Lycette, Lisbon Town Clerk
