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639 Lisbon Road

Lisbon Falls, Maine 04252

Tel. (207) 353-3020  fax (207) 353-3004

Paul A. Adams, General Manager

William A. Bauer, Chairman, & Commissioners Stanley Doughty Jr. & Kenneth R. Wells
Commissioners’ Meeting Minutes for June 24, 2013
Members Present:  

Bill Bauer and Ken Wells
Members Absent:

Stanley Doughty Jr.

Staff Present:

Paul Adams
Audience:
Town Councilors, Dillon Pesce and Fern Larochelle and Representatives of the Methodist Church of Lisbon Falls, Randy Jones, Trudy Duval, and Dean Logan 
Meeting called to order by Mr. Bauer at 6:31pm
I. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

A. Methodist Church Back Flow Issue
1. Randy Jones stated that they had a visit by General Mgr at the church and then received a letter about installing an RPZ backflow device. He asked the Commissioners to reconsider their need for an RPZ; he feels that the one that they currently have is adequate. He said that it has never been tested, but they could have it tested as they were not aware that they should be having it tested. He wanted to know if the hazard that they have is severe enough to have to spend hundreds if not $1,000 to have an RPZ as they would need to have work done to have a drain put in for the RPZ should it back flush on floor. He said that without a drain it would ruin carpeting etc.
2. Ms. Duval stated that according to the exemptions policy any existing backflow shall be allowed in service unless certain things that were listed are present. She said that it would be a hardship on the community since it would be a hardship for the church because of the cost.

a. Mr. Adams explained that there is a clause in that list that states something about if there is a possibility of a cross connection.

3. Mr. Jones stated that he had spoke with an employee of the Portland Water District and showed them pictures etc and they said that the church would not need an RPZ for them. Mr. Jones asked why the Lisbon Water Dept does.

a. Mr. Adams said he could not say because there could be several reasons, such as knowing current rules and if the person he spoke with was qualified with backflows, but what other water districts do has no bearing on what the Lisbon Water Dept. does.

4. Mr. Logan said that he spoke with Commissioner Doughty, who tests them for the Topsham/Brunswick Water District, said that there wouldn’t be an issue at Brunswick/Topsham either.

5. The Commissioners discussed the issue and stated that they will research the issue and get back to them on what they find.
II. WARRANTS

A. Warrant 24 for June 12, 2013 – Approved
B. Warrant 25 for June 19, 2013 – Approved 
III. OLD BUSINESS 
A. Reading and Approval of Minutes:

1. Mr. Wells made a motion to approve the minutes as written for June 10, 2013.  Mr. Bauer 2nd the motion followed by a positive unanimous 2/0 vote. 
B. Preti-Flaherty Invoice

1. Mr. Adams presented and invoice from Preti-Flaherty for approval of payment.

2. The Commissioners reviewed the invoice and approved full payment.
C. Standpipe 

1. Mr. Wells asked what the options were if we purchased Mr. Upham’s property, but the Town keeps voting down the funding.

a. Mr. Adams and Mr. Bauer stated that the Water Dept. has 5 years to make a decision, but they weren’t sure. Mr. Adams said that he would research it and get back to them.
D. Water/Sewer Consolidation

1. Mr. Bauer reminded all present that the Utility Committee will be meeting one week from tonight at 6:30pm at the Town Office.
2. Mr. Wells asked Mr. Larochelle if there had been any applicants to join the committee.
a. Mr. Adams gave Mr. Larochelle a completed application received at the Water Dept.
3. Mr. Larochelle confirmed that there had been a couple received and will add this one to the list. He said that he would like to forward and discuss the information with the Water Commissioners sometime this week.
E. Truck Sale
1. Mr. Adams stated that we did advertise to take bids at no minimum bid and we received only one bid from Longchamps of $3,333.33.

a. The Commissioners discussed the bid and Mr. Wells made a motion to accept the bid as stated from Longchamps. Mr. Bauer 2nd the vote followed by a unanimous 2/0 vote.

F. Unresolved Issues
1. Standpipe-awaiting Planning Board  Meeting for Approval

a. Mr. Wells said that he spoke with Don Fellows and his only comment was that they didn’t want it white. 

b. Mr. Adams said that Dirigo Engineering will be at the meeting to answer questions concerning the requested changes.

c. Mr. Larochelle said that the concerns were for the distance from the property line to be 55ft and if there would be more mature trees planted for Mr. Webber’s side of the property.

d. The Commissioners discussed the issue and stated that the requests have been addressed in the plan.

G. Lisbon Standpipe

1. Mr. Wells asked if Mr. Adams was aware of Celine Goddard’s latest request to put the Lisbon Standpipe property into a land trust to protect the water source.

2. Mr. Adams stated that he did watch the video so he was aware.

3. Mr. Bauer stated that he doesn’t know that much about land trusts and that he wasn’t there when she made the presentation.

a. Mr. Wells stated that Ms. Goddard wants to start a petition to have the Lisbon Standpipe land taken over by a land trust.

4. Mr. Larochelle said that, since he has been a Councilor, he has had the opportunity to participate in land trust discussions only twice. He said that the standpipe land has none of the requirements to qualify.
5. Mr. Wells suggested contacting cell tower companies to see if there would be more interest if we tore down the standpipe and put an independent tower that would be higher.

a. Mr. Adams said that there probably would be as there are companies out there that buy out leases.

b. Mr. Bauer said that he would rather address that after we get the new standpipe built.

i. He also reiterated that neither Verizon nor T-Mobile want to go to the 
Upland Rd location.

H. Other Old Business
1. Canal St. Project

a. Mr. Wells asked if Mr. Adams had heard anything from Longchamps regarding the Canal St. project.

i. Mr. Adams stated that he had not as Longchamps had been away all week.

b. Mr. Wells asked Mr. Adams if he had seen the hole near the project and Mr. Adams said that he had heard about it. 
i. Mr. Adams said that the Town called our water operator, Mr. Plourde, about the issue and he called Longchamps. Longchamps put safety barrels up.

IV. NEW BUSINESS

A. General Manager’s Report
1. 2012 Financial Audit 

a. Mr. Adams presented the Commissioners with the drafts of the 2012 audit from Horton McFarland & Veysey.
b. Mr. Adams presented the documents to submit to the Public Utilities Commissions for Mr. Bauer to read and sign. 

i. Mr. Wells asked if there were any findings and Mr. Adams said that there was nothing except to mention that we had used the standpipe painting reserve fund.
B. Customer Communications

1. Customer Complaint Log

a. None

2. Customer Comment Cards

a. None
C. Other New Business
1. E-mail from Scott Kelly
a. Mr. Bauer said that he had received an e-mail from Scott Kelly which contained a letter that Mr. Kelly had sent to Dennis Douglas concerning Town and Country Mobile Home Park. 

i. Mr. Bauer briefed the Board on the letter regarding storm water run off issues by Town and Country.
ii. Mr. Adams acknowledged that Mr. Kelly had contacted him in regards to the issue.

iii. Mr. Adams said that he hasn’t checked yet, but he doesn’t think it is in the wellhead area.

b. The Commissioners discussed the issue, but took no action.

D. Next Meeting Date
1. The next Commissioners’ Meeting is Monday, July 8, 2013 at 6:30am at the Lisbon Water Dept. 
a. Mr. Adams said that he will not be at the next meeting as he will be on vacation. He said that if they need him to come to let him know.

V. EXECUTIVE SESSION
A. None

VI. ADJOURNMENT

A. Mr. Wells made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Bauer 2nd the motion followed by a 2/0 vote.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:18pm. 
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*Please note that this printing of the Commissioners’ Meeting minutes is not verbatim. The meetings are audio recorded and the recordings are on file at the Lisbon Water Department located at 639 Lisbon Street, Lisbon Falls, ME, 04252.
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