
 

 

 

 
Town of Lisbon, Maine            January 28, 2021 
Economic and Community Development Department  
Attn: Mr. Brett Richardson, Director 
300 Lisbon Street 
Lisbon, ME 04210 
 
Subject: Proposal for Redevelopment Design Renderings 
 Former Worumbo Mill Site, Lisbon Falls, ME 
    
Dear Mr. Richardson: 
 
In collaboration with Aceto Landscape Architects (ALA), Acorn Engineering, Inc. (Acorn) is 
pleased to submit our proposal to provide design services for the Town of Lisbon (the Town) 
in response to the December 30, 2020 Request for Proposals. Acorn and ALA have previously 
collaborated on multiple projects, including the design and master planning of several high-
profile redevelopment efforts in southern Maine. 
 
Acorn has a successful track record both working for, and collaborating with, municipalities 
and public agencies, providing those clients with solutions that are proven to be technically 
sound and cost-effective. Through each design process, Acorn strives to communicate in a 
timely and concise manner while maintaining a high standard of professionalism.  
 
In addition to the team’s urban redevelopment expertise, we have extensive experience in 
civil engineering, environmental investigation and remediation, stormwater management, 
and creative site planning/design. We also routinely analyze projects from a zoning 
perspective and interface with local planning departments across the State.  
 
We thank you for the opportunity to submit this proposal and look forward to the potential 
role of assisting the Town of Lisbon with this exciting project. With this proposal, we have 
also provided a letter of interest from Port Property Management, a well-established 
professional development and property management firm based in Maine with proven 
experience in riverfront mill redevelopment.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Acorn Engineering, Inc. 
 
 
 
Lucas J. Benedict, LG, PG    William H. Savage, PE 
Environmental Services Division Leader/  President and Principal Engineer 
Senior Hydrogeologist 
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Introduction 
Acorn Engineering, Inc. (Acorn) and Aceto Landscape Architects (ALA) are excited for the 
opportunity to create redevelopment design renderings for the former Worumbo Mill parcel, 
located at 1 Canal Street in Lisbon Falls, Maine (the Site). We are confident we can provide 
the Town of Lisbon (the Town) the professional services needed to inform an ongoing 
community visioning process, and meet their goals for community green space, views of the 
Androscoggin River, and high-quality commercial and residential development at the parcel. 
These goals go together with our commitment to important issues such as affordable housing, 
inclusive design, multi-modal transportation, infrastructure resiliency, water resources and 
sustainability. 
Successful projects require more from an engineering firm than just technical design 
expertise. Our team our engineers, architects and scientists focus getting the job done. We 
know you need someone you can rely on when taking your infrastructure or site development 
project from vision to completion, and we have the collective expertise needed to minimize 
the impact of the project, while also protecting, preserving, and restoring the natural 
environment.  
Our employees bring high energy and a commitment to their clients, and our 
continued success, and sustained and organic growth has been a result of their 
hard work, loyalty, and diligence to our projects, colleagues, and communities. 
Since 2014, the Acorn and ALA teams have supported a diverse portfolio of regional and 
national projects with redevelopment and construction costs in the hundreds of millions of 
dollars, including a recent two-time Maine award winner in the Portland.  
Proposal Format 
The content order of this Proposal generally follows the order of the required elements in the 
Town’s Request for Proposals (RFP), dated December 30, 2020. 

- Section 1 presents our Company Information, including an overview of the project 
team and organizational chart. 

- Section 2 presents our Qualifications, including the Project Team and Personnel 
Resources for work under this RFP, and examples of relevant work by both firms 
included as Attachment 1. Contact information for select client references are also 
provided.  

- Section 3 consists of our Design Statement, which briefly describes our approach to 
help the community understand the benefits and tradeoffs that site redevelopment 
can have on economic development, village placemaking, green space, and river views 
in the Lisbon area.  

- Section 4 provides the Cost Proposal for our team, as well as the scope of work details, 
and schedule. 

A copy of our Schedule of Fees can be provided under separate cover for your review and 
consideration. 
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1. Company Information  
Key Personnel, Communications Information  

 Acorn Engineering, Inc. Aceto Landscape Architects 
Contact Name: Lucas J. Benedict, LG, PG Caitlin Aceto, PLA, ASLA 
Contact Email: lbenedict@acorn-engineering.com CA@AcetoLA.com 

Physical Address: 65 Hanover Street, Suite 1 
Portland, ME 04101 

565 Congress Street, Suite 310 
Portland, ME 04101 

Mailing Address: PO Box 3372 
Portland, Maine 04104 

PO Box 3787 
Portland, ME 04104 

Website URL: www.acorn-engineering.com acetola.com  

Company Phone: (207) 775-2655 (207) 221-3390 

Overview of Companies 
Acorn Engineering, Inc. 
Acorn is a Portland, Maine-based civil and environmental engineering firm offering a full 
range of environmental and site development engineering services, including environmental 
assessment, remediation, permitting, stormwater design, civil/site development, and 
construction management.  
The Acorn team actively makes choices to reduce our ecological footprint and follow 
sustainable business practices whenever we can. These goals go hand in hand with our 
commitment to important issues such as affordable housing, inclusive design, multi-modal 
transportation, infrastructure resiliency, water resources, and sustainability. 
We also have several guiding principles that have helped us create an energetic and positive 
work culture, which are: 

- Urgency 
- Adaptability 

- Efficiency 
- Innovation 

- Compassion 
- Trust 

- Honesty 
- Integrity 

We understand the importance of these principles for establishing relationships with our 
clients, so that our engineers and scientists can not only excel in developing solutions 
leveraging their diverse knowledge practices and their attention to quality, but also take 
pride in their abilities to listen and understand our clients' unique individual challenges, 
providing an exceptional level of service, regardless of project size or complexity. These are 
some of the many reasons Acorn has continued to provide Maine with award-winning civil 
and environmental science and engineering services since 1988.  
Aceto Landscape Architects 
ALA is a process-driven, landscape architecture and urban design firm committed to 
thoughtful, creative intervention at the intersection of environment, economics, art, and 
culture. ALA was founded on the notion that great design is a product of careful listening, 
inclusive decision-making, and unrelenting passion for enduring built spaces. We believe in 
the core tenets of placemaking and the power of design to shape our everyday experience and 
sense of well-being. 

mailto:lbenedict@acorn-engineering.com
mailto:CA@AcetoLA.com
http://www.acorn-engineering.com/
https://acetola.com/
https://acetola.com/
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The ALA team offers a unique set of skills and perspective, well-equipped to harmonize and 
reconcile the roles and value systems of varied design disciplines. We integrate expertise and 
intuition to craft powerful places, built upon a commitment to resiliency and sustainability. 
Our studio’s passion for craft and technical savvy affords us the opportunity to collaborate 
across a broad geographic range and myriad project scales from intimate private spaces large 
retreats and communities. 
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2. Qualifications 
Project Team and Personnel Resources 
The Acorn and ALA teams consist of professional engineers, licensed professional geologists, 
licensed landscape architects, and junior-level civil/site design and environmental engineer-
interns. Assignments awarded, under this program will be managed and executed out of 
Acorn’s Portland office, located on Hanover Street. An organizational chart depicting Acorn 
and ALA employees identified to support the Town under this RFP is included as 
Attachment 2. 
Narrative Description of Key Staff 
Brief narrative descriptions of Acorn and ALA Team members are provided, below, with 
employee resumes provided in Attachment 3.  
Lucas J. Benedict, LG, PG –  
Environmental Services Division Leader/Senior Hydrogeologist 
Lucas is a Licensed Geologist (Maine and New Hampshire) with an MS in geology from the 
State University of New York (SUNY) at Albany, and a BA in earth science from SUNY 
College at Oneonta, and leads Acorn’s Environmental Services Division with over 15 years of 
multi-disciplinary experience completing environmentally-focused site assessment, 
investigation, design and remediation, and operation, monitoring and maintenance (OM&M) 
projects for Federal and State governments, municipalities, and private-sector customers in 
the Northeast US through innovation, collaboration and technology. 
At Acorn he is responsible for reviewing project drawings and specifications, preparing 
permit and grant applications, Brownfields and VRAP documentation, groundwater 
monitoring and stormwater compliance reports, erosion and sedimentation control reports, 
and construction inspections for residential, commercial, municipal and industrial 
developments. He has technical and business development responsibilities for 
environmental, due diligence and compliance functions at Acorn, including site assessment, 
contaminated site investigation, remediation and post-closure monitoring, and is responsible 
for stakeholder engagement to deliver successful projects.  
Lucas will act as the Project Manager and will be the primary contact with the City. His role 
will include definition of project objectives and overall project coordination. He will also 
review the environmental aspect of the project as needed under this contract.  
Caitlin Aceto, PLA, ASLA – Principal Landscape Architect 
Caitlin is a licensed landscape architect in the states of Maine and Colorado. Caitlin’s project 
experience ranges in scale from circulation and wayfinding design at Grand Canyon National 
Park, to security barrier conceptualization for the Thomas Jefferson Memorial, to high end 
residential and hospitality design in Aspen, and community / park design in Maine. Caitlin 
is energized by finding ways to enhance connections between people and place and designing 
meaningful spaces for those connections to thrive and strengthen. In addition to the nuts and 
bolts of a design program-art, culture, history, and texture are some of the most exciting 
menu of elements that Caitlin hopes to leverage for a beautiful and well-orchestrated project. 
Under this contract, Caitlin will act as the lead designer and landscape architect. She is 
anticipated to be the liaison for the landscape architecture piece and provide the high-level 
program and design basis.  
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William H. Savage, PE – President, Principal Engineer 
Will Savage is the Principal Civil Engineer and President of Acorn. He has nearly 20 years 
of civil engineering experience and a diverse personal project profile throughout Maine. He 
is a Maine licensed Professional Engineer and has a BS in Civil Engineering from Union 
College. Will specializes in providing natural resource monitoring including conservation 
easement monitoring, stormwater inspections, zoning and shoreland zoning rules 
monitoring, and erosion control inspections while implementing best management practices. 
For one such project under Will’s management, Cumberland County Soil & Water 
Conservation District recognized Acorn as the Contractor of the Year. Will also performs 
civil/site design engineering and permitting for a number of development projects in and 
around the Portland area. As detailed below some of these projects are built on sites with 
potential oil and hazardous substance impacts. He has successfully designed these projects 
in compliance with applicable rules to minimize potential adverse impacts from hazardous 
substances.  
Will’s role will be to provide quality assurance and quality control to ensure that tasks and 
deliverables are completed in accordance with internal regulatory requirements. Will’s 
experience and expertise will also be called upon during site design and programming.  
Nick Aceto, PLA, ASLA – Principal Landscape Architect 
Nick is a licensed landscape architect and urban designer with a deep passion for the creative 
process. Nick believes in landscape as a framework for organizing the patterns and behaviors 
through which we live. From the private garden to the region, Nick can recognize and 
translate patterns into visual narratives which tell the unique story of a place through built 
form. Nick grew up in Portland, Maine where he developed a deep appreciation for the rich 
and varied New England landscape, from rocky shorelines of the Atlantic to the forested 
peaks of the Appalachians. As both a consummate urbanist and adventure-seeking 
outdoorsman, Nick is intrigued by the interplay between urban form, economics, wild nature, 
and ecology. 
As part of this contract, Nick will provide quality control review and in-house collaboration 
with the ALA team.  
Sam Lebel, PE – Civil/Environmental Engineer 
Sam is a civil and environmental engineer for Acorn and provides design and management 
of site plan development, stormwater design and retrofit, and permitting primarily for 
commercial and residential projects. He is a licensed PE in Maine with a B.S. degree in Civil 
& Environmental Engineering from the University of Maine.  
Sam has a passion for contributing to the rehabilitation of Maine’s natural resources and 
infrastructure. Experience has been gained in the field of civil and environmental 
engineering over the past nine years working with an environmental firm as well as Acorn 
Engineering. His most recent contributions have included assisting in the design and 
permitting of the 1.4-acre porous pavement project at the Riverside Self-Storage project as 
well as assistance with the design of Stroudwater Preserve, a 124-unit conservation 
subdivision on the outskirts of Portland. Furthermore, Sam has project engineered and 
managed multiple urban infill projects which promote and increase housing stock through 
responsible development which includes taking advantage of existing infrastructure and 
reducing urban sprawl.  
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As part of this contract, Sam will be involved in site plan development, high-level 
engineering, and coordination with the landscape architecture design.  
Seth Kimball, PLA, ASLA – Principal Landscape Architect 
Seth has been practicing Landscape Architecture for over 15 years. He has a bachelor’s 
degree in Landscape Architecture from the University of Massachusetts Amherst. Seth’s 
project experience includes serving as project manager/lead designer for a master plan for 
the new Al Guhair University in Dubai, the Al Ain Oasis Cultural Quarter Master Plan in 
Abu Dhabi, institutional experience including Phillips Andover Academy, Bates College, 
George Stevens Academy, and Southern New Hampshire University, and a range of 
residential project including homes in Texas, Idaho, Montana, New York, Arizona, and 
several throughout the northeast. Seth joined ALA in 2018, bringing to the practice his 
experience in civic, institutional, and residential projects. 
Under this contract, Seth would act as a designer, working with the team to define the 
program and overall site design. Seth will be responsible for developing the drawing models 
and final renderings.  
Other Personnel Resources 
Engineering, administrative, and logistical support personnel identified to assist the Town 
under this RFP are depicted on the organizational chart, included as Attachment 2. 
Overview of Experience 
Please refer to the examples of relevant Acorn and ALA projects provided in Attachment 1 
for an in-depth overview of our experience and expertise in Brownfield/mill redevelopment, 
mixed-use urban infill redevelopment, and floodplain management. 
References 
The following list of clients are the main contacts for a variety of projects that Acorn has 
completed which Brownfields, environmental permitting and compliance, civil engineering 
and design, and construction administration. The listed clients also represent both the 
private and public sectors.  
Acorn References 

- Tom Watson & John Laliberte – CEO & Acquisitions Lead 
Port Property Management 
82 Hanover Street, Suite 5 
Portland, ME 04101 
(207) 761-0832 
john@portpropmgt.com  

 
- Jonathan Culley – President 

Redfern Properties LLC 
PO Box 8816 
Portland, Maine 04104 
(207) 776-9715 
jonathan@redfernproperties.com  
 

  

mailto:john@portpropmgt.com
mailto:jonathan@redfernproperties.com
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- Steve Johnson, P.E. – Town Engineer 
Town of Yarmouth, Maine 
200 Main Street 
Yarmouth, ME 04096 
(207) 846-2401 
SJohnson@yarmouth.me.us  
 

- Nicholas J. Hodgkins – Oil & Hazardous Materials Specialist  
Bureau of Remediation & Waste Management 
Maine Department of Environmental Protection 
(207) 592-0882 
Nick.Hodgkins@maine.gov  
 

- Chuck Morgan – Economic and Community Development Director 
Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission 
110 Main Street, Suite 1400 
Saco, ME 04072 
(207) 571-7065 
cmorgan@smpdc.org  

 
ALA References 

- Sheila Jans – Development Consultant 
Culture Worth 
Madawaska, ME 04756 
(207) 728-4820   
sjans@cultureworth.org  
 

- Julie Isbill, Rivers – Trails and Conservation Assistance (RTCA) 
National Park Service 
14 Maine Street, Suite 302 
Brunswick, ME 04011 
(207) 725-5028  
julie_isbill@nps.gov  
 

- Kevin Bunker – Principal 
Developers Collaborative 
100 Commercial Street, Suite 414, Portland, ME 04101 
(207) 766-1632 
Bunker.kevin@gmail.com 
 

- Rich Cieciuch, Founder + CEO 
Re:Fab,/ Design + Build + Sustain 
PO Box 1433, 257 Sherman Street 
Ridgway, Colorado 81432 
(970) 729-0126 
rich@refab-db.com  

mailto:SJohnson@yarmouth.me.us
mailto:Nick.Hodgkins@maine.gov
mailto:cmorgan@smpdc.org
mailto:sjans@cultureworth.org
mailto:julie_isbill@nps.gov
mailto:Bunker.kevin@gmail.com
mailto:rich@refab-db.com
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3. Design Statement 
While the individual plans have not yet been developed, our team has conceptually visualized 
each design scenario, briefly summarizing each as such: 
River Gateway 

- As the name suggests, this approach will focus on the viewsheds the Androscoggin 
River has to offer. Open green spaces will interact with riparian habitat and provide 
appropriate placemaking opportunities that respects the River and its immediate 
upland buffer, especially given the flood elevation in relation to the site. The 
development opportunities will offer a more typical scheme with structure and parking 
footprints along the existing street network.  

Lower Main Street 
- This scenario will highlight the streetscape and the enhancement of the vintage 

downtown “Main Street” feel. Through a combination of new form and interesting 
architecture that showcases small business storefronts with residential units above, 
the plans will encourage a sense of place on the street. Tactics such as large windows, 
generous fenestration, canopies/awnings, and other inviting architectural features 
would be implemented. This scenario will give the community a “real feel” of the new 
pedestrian experience and is therefore important to consider.  

Worumbo Waterfront 
- Through traditional “cluster planning” where density is increased in favor of 

infrastructure efficiencies and preservation of open space, this concept will provide the 
community with a visual of a reimagined waterfront. With a chance to master plan a 
central hub, these visuals will aim to play off other Maine mill redevelopments that 
marry the new with the old as well as provide critical node connections as outlined in 
Lisbon’s 2030 Plan.  
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4. Cost Proposal 
The requested flat rate fee and a current copy of the Acorn Company Rate Sheet for this 
project are provided under separate cover.   
The cost proposal provided includes the following scope of work items, consistent with the 
RFP: 

1. Review of background information 
2. Participate in two (2), 1-hour kickoff planning meetings during the first week of March 

2021 
3. Design Scenario Planning  

a. River Gateway 
b. Lower Main Street 
c. Worumbo Waterfront 

For each of the three design scenarios listed above, our team will provide the following 
draft deliverables (schematics) by March 29, 2021, featuring the details and goals 
identified within the RFP on Pages 4 and 5. 

- One (1) Site Plan Conceptual Plan/Diagram 
- One (1) Site Plan Rendering 
- Two or Three, 3-D Massing Models  

4. Once each scenario has been completed, our team will participate in one (1), 1-hour 
review meeting in mid-April.  

5. Based on feedback from the preceding task, our team will revise the schematics within 
two (2) weeks of the review meeting, then present them at one (1) community meeting. 

6. Based on feedback from the community meeting, our team will finalize the schematics 
for one scenario determined to be the preferred scenario by the Town. Our team will 
also develop four (4) perspective views which will feature a more polished and detailed 
look at the preferred scenario. These final deliverables will be submitted to the Town 
within two (2) weeks of our community meeting presentation.  

 



 

 

 

Attachment 1 – Representative Projects  
 



 
 
 

 

Former Portland Municipal Complex  
Portland, Maine 

 
Since 2018, Acorn has continued to assist local developers with cleanup 
and redevelopment at three properties in Portland’s West Bayside (52, 
65. and 82 Hanover Street). Each of these Brownfield/VRAP sites are 
within the former City’s Department of Public Works Complex. While the 
Phase I and II ESAs were completed by others, Acorn is currently 
working as the Site civil/site design and remedial engineering firm to 
redevelop the site for mixed commercial/ residential use.  
Assessment, Reuse Planning, and Cleanup 
Various acquisition and development-focused tasks completed by Acorn at the three sites, include: 
52 Hanover Street 

• Completed a supplemental Phase II ESA at the 1.4-acre site occupied by a 19,000 ft2 garage building 
to evaluate the level and extent of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) below slab.  

• Prepared, submitted and obtained VRAP designation and a NAA letter for the site from MEDEP. 
Submittal included a soils management plan (SMP) for encapsulation/containment of impacted soils, 
sub-slab vapor mitigation, removal and off-site disposal of accumulated material within floor drains. 

• Coordinated and managed the removal of two 20,000-gallon subsurface petroleum storage tanks, 
including submittal of an Underground Oil Storage Facility Site Assessment for the tanks. 

65 Hanover Street 
• Obtained VRAP designation and a NAA letter for this 0.68-acre site, including an SMP to specify how 

excavation and management of soils must be conducted in during site development. 
• Assisted with the redevelopment of the existing 13,000 ft2 building, currently fully occupied by local 

businesses (including Acorn) and shared office space. 
82 Hanover Street 

• Strategically raised the finish floor elevation of the building across hundreds of feet of public sidewalk 
all while maintain ADA accessibility to each of the 12 units. The finished floor elevation is now out of 
the future flood zone and provides the owners a sense of security against the chance for the union of 
a king tide and severe storm., given the site’s low-lying location which is adjacent to Back Cove.  

• Obtained a VRAP and NAA for the site. Submittal included an SMP, sub-slab vapor mitigation, 
removal and off-site disposal of accumulated material within floor drains, in-place closure of a 
subsurface oil storage tank location, and removal of ACM floor tiles and window glazing.   

• Managed remedial activities alongside general contractor and construction manager at the 1.2-acre 
site and within the existing 41,000 ft2 building.    

• Prepared a DEC for the site to ensure proper management of heavy metal and PAH-containing soils 
kept on site and placed under engineered cover systems such as asphalt and concrete.  

• Prepared a DEC for the site to ensure proper management of heavy metal and PAH-containing soils. 

SERVICES PROVIDED: 

•Civil Engineering and 

Site Design 

•Environmental Site 

Assessments 

•Coordinating with 

Regulatory Agencies 

•Coordinating with 

Stakeholders 

•Remediation Planning 

and Implementation 

•Reuse Planning 

 



 
 
 

 

Riverdam Mill Redevelopment Project 
Biddeford, Maine 

 
Acorn is currently working on an active EPA-funded Brownfields mill 
redevelopment project in Biddeford, Maine. The Riverdam Mill 
Buildings, Lots 9 and 9-3, located at 26-28 Pearl Street in Biddeford, 
Maine is an active site under both USEPA an MEDEP oversight where 
Acorn is simultaneously supporting the client and the City of Biddeford 
with site redevelopment, planning and permitting as both the civil/site 
design engineering firm and the QEP. The Riverdam Mill was historically 
used for cotton textile manufacturing starting around the mid-1800s and 
continuing into the early 1900s. The mill was then used for electronics manufacturing and various machining 
operations. Since the 1970s, the Riverdam Mill has been used for storage and rental space for small businesses. 
Site Redevelopment 
The 1.13-acre Site is located immediately adjacent to the Saco River near the downtown center of Biddeford 
and is part of what is commonly referred to as the Riverdam Mill. The Site consists of two buildings: Building 
#3 and Building #4, both between 3.5 and 4.5-stories high and with footprints of 12,700 square feet (ft2) and 
8,700 ft2, respectively. While portions of the two on-Site buildings are occupied by small businesses, including 
a brewery, a distillery, a strapping and hitching manufacturer, and a woodworking shop, more than half of 
the building space is unrenovated and unoccupied.  
The property will undergo redevelopment into 71 apartments and four retail spaces. The property will have 
54,334 ft2 of residential space and 14,358 ft2 of commercial space. Because the property is partially occupied, 
the condition of the buildings is above average comparable to some other underutilized mills. Most of the 
exterior brick surface has been repainted in recent years and many windows are quality new replacements.  
Significant coordination occurred with the City and other consultants on the Riverwalk that curtails the Saco 
River and will utilize a large portion of the subject site. Given the high-water line and its proximity to the 
Riverwalk elevation, careful attention was given to how the River will interact with the site as well as the 
intricacies of the building which need to be resilient to the flooding season.  
Assessment, Reuse Planning, and Cleanup 
Acorn completed acquisition and development-focused tasks associated with site contamination, including: 

• Prepared, submitted and obtained VRAP designation and a No Action Assurance (NAA) letter for the 
site from MEDEP. Submittal included Phase I and Phase II ESAs, residential water well survey. 

• Prepared an environmental media management plan (EMMP) for containment of impacted media, a 
sub-slab depressurization system (SSDS) Installation Plan, and an Elevator Pit Cleanup Plan.  

• Prepared an Analysis of Brownfield Cleanup Alternatives and Community Relations Plan.  
• Coordinated and managed the hazardous building materials survey, cleanup activities associated with 

petroleum-impacted soils in a former elevator pit, and the removal of asbestos-containing material 
(ACM), lead-based paint (LBP), and universal waste in each of the two site buildings. 

SERVICES PROVIDED: 

•Civil Engineering and 

Site Design 

•Environmental Site 

Assessments 

•Analysis of Brownfields 

Cleanup Alternatives 

•Hazardous Materials 

Inventories 

•Public Outreach and 

Education 

•Remediation Planning 

and Implementation 

•Reuse Planning 



 
 
 

 

Pearl/Elm/Lincoln/Gooch 
Biddeford, Maine 

 
Acorn has provided master planning for two clients with similar visions 
spanning over 15 acres along the Riverdam Mill complex, the former 
Maine Energy Recovery Co (MERC), and surrounding properties. Each individual project and program have 
included a mixed-use approach that combines residential with various commercial/retail and institutional 
uses. The revitalization and investment into these blocks of properties has spurred a spontaneous increase 
in activity and interest in this neighborhood as well as the City of Biddeford as a whole. The Riverdam 
redevelopment is nearing completion of construction while the other projects are under master planning 
and permitting to transform dilapidated buildings and blighted parking lots into taxable, influential 
placemaking opportunities along the Saco River.   
In addition to the mixed-use approach and celebration of the riverfront history and charm, Acorn and its 
clients’ vision for these redevelopment sites is to foster a community-based space for living adjacent to the 
scenic river. In tandem with the City’s River Walk efforts, this redevelopment will increase the activity 
within the City’s flourishing downtown while maintaining the character and charm of the historic buildings, 
while also adding new buildings and architecture in lieu of surface parking. 
While the land use planning, tenant possibilities, and increase multimodal transportation opportunities 
excite the stakeholders the most, a critical piece of this neighborhood and various sites also included 
evaluation of the flood zone and future projections for potential inundation. Through each specific site and 
building design collaboration with the architect, flooding and climate change resiliency was incorporated 
into the overall design including strategic land uses on the bottom floors, rerouting of stormwater, and 
various other techniques that provide for buffering from future large storm events.  

SERVICES PROVIDED: 

•Civil Engineering and 

Site Design 

•Permitting Support 

•Utility Layout and 

Design 

•Public Outreach and 

Education  

•Coordinating with 

Municipal Staff and 

Stakeholders 

•Reuse Planning 



 
 
 

 

Little Dolphin Drive & Jocelyn Place  
South Portland, Maine 

 
In collaboration with Aceto Landscape Architects, the South Portland 
Housing Authority and Risbara Holdings, Acorn provided civil 
engineering design and permitting of a multi-use subdivision at the end 
of Little Dolphin Drive in Scarborough. Proposed uses include a two-story office building and a three-story 
60-unit senior housing facility with associated parking, landscaped placemaking, and critical links to public 
ways and pedestrian links.  
In addition to a voluntary neighborhood meeting, the project went through a 3-step master plan phase with 
the Town of Scarborough in which the project was collaborated on with Planning Staff, the Planning Board, 
and neighbors. Acorn and ALA led these efforts as the prime consultant. 
The project is subject to Maine DEP and US Army Corps permits. To adequately treat stormwater on the 
site, Acorn has designed multiple stormwater BMPs meeting Maine DEP Chapter 500 regulations resulting 
in a low impact design. The project is anticipated to go under construction in 2021. 

SERVICES PROVIDED: 

•Civil Engineering and 

Site Design 

•Permitting Support 

•Stormwater BMP 

Design 

•Public Outreach and 

Education  

•Coordinating with 

Municipal Staff and 

Regulatory Agencies 

•Coordinating with 

Stakeholders 

•Reuse Planning 



 
 
 

 

East Bayside Lofts/89 Anderson Street  
Portland, Maine 

 
In collaboration with Redfern properties and the East Bayside 
neighborhood, Acorn developed the civil/site engineering design of a 
mixed use 53-unit redevelopment of an existing under-utilized, urban 
infill lot in the East Bayside neighborhood. Acorn’s scope of services 
included in the initial phase applying for and obtaining a zone change and conducting Phase I and Phase 
II Environmental Site Assessments to evaluate potential environmental contamination at the site.    
After conducting the environmental remediation efforts, Acorn developed the site layout and design of 
sanitary sewers, storm drains, water mains, site driveway, retaining wall locations, building locations, 
parking lot design, building drainage structures, utility connections and landscaping plan (with a landscape 
architecture subconsultant) to meet the City of Portland Technical Standards.  Acorn also integrated 
sidewalk and improvements associated with the project into the City’s Anderson Street ByWay project. 
Furthermore, the project team worked with a non-profit organization, the Telling Room, to provide public 
art along the Fox Street streetscape in lieu of traditional fencing.   
Overall, the project established an important mixed use building on a prominent corner lot adjacent to 
Kennedy Park which contains popular recreation space. The building houses a restaurant and the Gear 
Hub bicycle school on the first floor with residential apartments above which encourages an active street 
presence with housing, goods, and services that help tie the neighborhood together and keep eyes on the 
street. 

SERVICES PROVIDED: 

•Civil Engineering and 

Site Design 

•Permitting Support 

•Stormwater BMP 

Design 

•Public Outreach and 

Education  

•Coordinating with 

Municipal Staff and 

Regulatory Agencies 

•Coordinating with 

Stakeholders 

•Reuse Planning 



 
 
 

 

667 Congress Street – The Hiawatha  
Portland, Maine 

 
The $28 million project included the civil/site engineering design for the 
8-story, first floor retail and 139-unit apartment building on Congress 
Street in Portland. Vehicle parking is served by two levels with separate access from Vernon and Avon St. 
The project featured building and site design in an historic district adjacent to Longfellow Square.    
Services included, but were not limited to, permitting with the City of Portland, layout and design of 
sanitary sewers, storm drains, water mains, pedestrian and vehicle entrances, building locations, parking 
lot design, and parking garage grading and drainage. Acorn provided significant coordination between the 
Architect, Structural Engineer, Geotechnical Engineer, Construction Management Company, Owner, and 
the City. 
This project represents a challenging project within Maine’s busiest downtown corridor. With the edges of 
the building creating street walls on 3 frontages, a plethora of new and existing utilities, consideration for 
constructability and overall management were taken into account during design. This project provided a 
bounty of much-needed market rate apartments in 2016, helping to address Portland’s housing needs which 
has plagued the population for decades, ultimately preventing growth.  
This mixed-use infill project maintains long-time owner Joe’s Variety at the street level which features 
typical convenience store offerings as well as a full lunch and dinner kitchen. Activity to this section of the 
neighborhood has been restored with hundreds of new residents and a major facelift to the storefront and 
replacement of a surface parking lot with an attractive and productive building that balances new 
architecture with the historic charm of the Longfellow Square built environment.  

SERVICES PROVIDED: 

•Civil Engineering and 

Site Design 

•Permitting Support 

•Utility Layout and 

Design 

•Public Outreach and 

Education  

•Coordinating with 

Municipal Staff and 

Stakeholders 

•Reuse Planning 



 
 
 

 

Former Sparhawk Mill Complex  
Yarmouth, Maine 

 
The Sparhawk Mill along the Royal River in Yarmouth carries a rich 
history dating back to the mid 1800’s on the heels of the industrial 
revolution. As this property has changed ownership over the decades, a 
portion of the mill infrastructure is still intact and functional, including 
the historic buildings and their unique relationship with the River. A new 
vision was brought forth in 2018 which repurposes the site and building 
for new, prosperous businesses that will bring the community to the river in a responsible manner.  
Acorn Engineering led the effort on the redesign of the site and programming of the Sparhawk Mill complex. 
While renovations occurred inside the building to transform the historic building into a bounty of various 
retail uses appropriate for the area. Acorn worked together with the Client, Architect, and tenants to 
understand the needs and wishes of each such that the site could be married with the internal workings of 
the building. 
Acorn provided a more logistical site layout that pulled the development off the riverbank. As part of the 
re-design, the parking area was strategically incorporated into a set of stormwater management systems 
that provide slowing, cooling, and treatment of stormwater runoff before it finds its way back to the river. 
Site lighting upgrades were also included to complement the character of the site and building façade. 
Lastly, the creative design of a patio space overlooking the river was implemented into the fixed points of 
the building while providing a seamless transition to the rest of the site.  
Overall, this project gives an ode the previous 175 years of hard-working industrial efforts that took place 
while offering the opportunity to breathe life back into the site and building. The scenic overlook is 
inherently attractive to a wide range of people and therefore creates the perfect setting for a small “business 
park” such as the one completed in 2019. 

SERVICES PROVIDED: 

•Civil Engineering and 

Site Design 

•Permitting Support 

•Stormwater 

Management System 

Design 

•Public Outreach and 

Education  

•Coordinating with 

Municipal Staff and 

Stakeholders 

•Reuse Planning 
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BAYSIDE ADAPTS
PORTLAND, ME

Winner of a design competition - ALA proposed a phased approach to how the Bayside neighborhood can 
continue to grow and succeed with high sea-level rise.  The design focuses on the evolution of the I-295 
corridor from a singular-mode highway, to a multi-modal greenway connecting the Eastern Promenade to 
Deering Oaks, and the Bayside neighborhood to Back Bay.

SERVICES 
STATUS 
REFERENCE 

Visioning 
Complete
Troy Moon, Sustainability Coordinator, City of Portland | thm@portlandmaine.gov 



 ACETO LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS |  PORTLAND . ME |  T 207 221 3390

OUR TOWN BASALT
BASALT, CO
Aceto provided large-scale, creative town planning and visioning for a nearly 24-month effort hosted by the 
Town of Basalt to engage the public and community-at-large around the planning and redevelopment of Basalt’s 
historic downtown core. Aceto’s role was to collect community input documented via individual chat sessions, 
community forums, and public meetings and coalesce the notes into engaging visuals and exhibits.

SERVICES Landscape Architecture, Urban Design, Planning
STATUS Our Town Plans Adopted 2017
REFERENCE James Lindt, Planning Director, Town of Basalt | James@Basalt.net



 ACETO LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS |  PORTLAND . ME |  T 207 221 3390

WEST SCHOOL CO-OP REDEVELOPMENT
PORTLAND, ME

In addition to developing the original vision for the redevelopment of this former school site, ALA also led the 
site planning and community input process with a team of two architecture firms and two developers. The site 
program consisted of 54 co-op homes in both a loft and rowhouse format as well as a larger scale apartment 
building organized around a woonerf street and surrounded by community gardens.  This is a brownfeild site 
with a long history of prior use.

SERVICES Site Planning, Urban Design
STATUS Planned
REFERENCE Brian Eng (bri.d.eng@gmail.com) Liz Trice

DDOOUUGGLLAASSSS  CCOOMMMMOONNSS  CCOO--OOPP++
PERSPECTIVE 



 ACETO LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS |  PORTLAND . ME |  T 207 221 3390

BAYSIDE ADAPTS
PORTLAND ME

CITY OF PORTLAND, NATIONAL LEAGUE OF CITIES
 GRAND PRIZE COMPETITION ENTRY FOR DISTRICT-WIDE URBAN VISION PLAN

NICK AND CAITLIN ACETO
URBAN DESIGN, SUSTAINABLE URBANISM

GRAND PRIZE AWARDED

GRAND ISLE VISIONING
GRAND ISLE, ME

ALA met with the Town of Grand Isle to understand key program and goals for a boat launch, playground, trail 
and wildlife area.  After meeting with project stakeholders, ALA produced compelling design visuals to include 
as part of a grant application submitted in July of 2020.  

SERVICES Landscape Architecture, Visualization
STATUS Complete
REFERENCE Sheila Jans, Culture Worth- Grant Writer | sjans@cultureworth.org
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THE DOWNS | 510-ACRE MASTER PLAN & TOWN CENTER
SCARBOROUGH, ME 

ALA has played a key visionary and design role since the project’s inception in late 2017. Specifically, ALA has 
been been the sole consultant responsible for developing the overall project master plan, as well as working 
collaboratively with a diverse range of consultants to deliver fully-permitted and implemented site plans 
ranging from entire mixed-density neighborhoods, to large office users, and innovative commercial and light-
industrial developments. 

SERVICES 
STATUS 
REFERENCE 

Master Planning, Urban Design, Landscape Architecture, Visualization 
Under Construction + Planning Future Phases
Dan Bacon, Development Director | dbacon@mr.holdings



 ACETO LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS |  PORTLAND . ME |  T 207 221 3390

SANFORD DOWNTOWN CONNECTOR
SANFORD ME

ALA was selected by the City of Sanford to lead a community charette aimed at identifying opportunities to im-
prove a more than 2-mile corridor for safer and more convenient bicycle and pedestrian mobility. The successful 
charette led to development of a series of plans and studies which will shape the City’s fabric and lay the frame-
work for redevelopment and renewed vitality.

SERVICES Site Planning, Urban Design, Public Engagement
STATUS Ongoing
REFERENCE Beth Della Valle, Planning Director | bdellavalle@sanfordmaine.org



 ACETO LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS |  PORTLAND . ME |  T 207 221 3390

HOTEL ASPEN
ASPEN, CO

ALA provided site planning and landscape design for this iconic downtown Aspen hotel. Elements of 
the site plan included a pool and spa, water wall, seating, and planted spaces.

SERVICES Landscape Architecture, Urban Design
STATUS  Building Permit Submittal Complete
REFERENCE Stan Clauson | stan@scaplanning.com



 ACETO LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS |  PORTLAND . ME |  T 207 221 3390

NEW ENGLAND OUTDOOR CENTER
MILLINOCKET, ME

NEOC is a growing outdoor recreation hub encompassing more than 2,000 acres in northern Maine. ALA 
has been working closely with the NEOC team to develop a master plan integrating a vast trail system, 
Activity Center, and events venue.

SERVICES Master Planning, Landscape Architecture, Visualization
STATUS  Design Underway 
REFERENCE Matt Polstein | matt.polstein@gmail.com
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Lucas J. Benedict, LG, PG  
lbenedict@acorn-engineering.com 

65 Hanover St, Suite 1, Portland, ME 04101 
C: 207.712.1655 
B. 207.775.2655 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 
Environmental Services Division Leader/Senior Hydrogeologist,  
Acorn Engineering, Portland, ME  2019 - Present 

Lucas is a Licensed Professional Geologist (Maine and New Hampshire) with over 15 years of multi-
disciplinary experience completing environmentally-focused site assessments, investigation, design 
and remediation, and operation, monitoring, and maintenance (OM&M) projects for federal and state 
governments, municipalities, and private-sector customers through innovation, collaboration and 
technology. 
At Acorn Lucas leads the Environmental Services Division with technical and business development 
responsibilities for the Division’s Environmental Due Diligence, Investigation, Remediation, and 
Compliance functions, as well as Acorn’s Petroleum Storage Permitting and Compliance, 
Groundwater/Water Resource Development & Protection Services, and Environmental Permitting 
Support services. He is responsible for scope development, plan delivery, and stakeholder engagement 
throughout the project lifecycle.  

Senior Hydrogeologist/Subject Matter Expert, Wood, Portland, ME  March 2010 - August 2019 
At Wood Lucas held the role of Site Manager and Technical Lead with experience working for state 
governments, municipalities, and Fortune 100 private-sector customers focused on heavy metal, 
volatile and semi-volatile organic compounds and PCB contaminants in soil and groundwater at sites 
throughout the Northeast United States.  
Engineering and Environmental Project Experience Includes: 

 Contaminated small- to large-scale subsurface investigations and environmental media 
sampling events, environmental site assessments, remedial investigation/feasibility studies, 

 Remedial design/remedial construction-related oversight and support services, contaminated 
solid/hazardous waste treatment and disposal, bioremediation and site closure and 
redevelopment, and post remediation long-term monitoring 

 Regulatory compliance related services, including monitoring and solid/hazardous waste 
management and disposal. 

Senior Investigator and Collaborative Research Associate 2009 – present 
Geohydrologist, R.W. Gillespie & Associates, Inc., Saco, ME 2007 – 2009 
Adjunct Teaching Professor, University of Southern Maine 2009 
Geologist, AECOM (formerly Earth Tech Northeast, Inc.), Latham, NY 2005 – 2007 

 
EDUCATION: 
State University of New York, University at Albany, M.S. Geology 2004 
State University of New York, College at Oneonta, B.A. Earth Science 2000 
 
LICENSES/CERTIFICATIONS:  

 Maine Licensed Geologist, GE571 
 New Hampshire Licensed Professional Geologist, 0847 
 Maine Licensed Lead Inspector (LI-0482) 
 Accredited Lead Inspector (LI20-02111977) 
 OSHA HAZWOPER 40-Hr (2004), 8-Hr Supervisor (2006), 8-Hr Refresher (2020)  
 OSHA 10-Hr Construction Safety (2020) 



William H. Savage, PE, CPESC 
wsavage@acorn-engineering.com 

65 Hanover St, Portland, ME 04101 
C: 207.317.1884 
B. 207.775.2655 

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 
President, Acorn Engineering, Inc.  October 2007 - Present 

 Professional Engineer with technical and business development responsibilities at Acorn 
Engineering; providing urban redevelopment, civil/site design, construction administration and 
municipal consulting with a focus on the construction of marine and rail facilities, restoration of 
urban impaired watersheds, stormwater design & retrofits, low impact development (LID), and 
environmental stewardship.  

 Review project drawings, permit applications, stormwater reports, erosion and sedimentation 
control reports, construction inspections for residential, commercial, municipal and industrial 
developments. 

 Prepare proposals, interact with the client, state and local agencies, and engage with project 
stakeholders to deliver a successful project.  

Projects – A partial list of representative projects include: 

o Phillips Brook Restoration – Maine DEP/Town of Scarborough – Scarborough  
o 667 Congress St – Redfern Properties, LLC   
o Intermodal Site & Stormwater Infrastructure Redevelopment - Eldredge Lumber & Hardware  
o 161 York Street - Harborview Townhomes – Portland – Redfern Properties, LLC 
o Munjoy Heights – Redfern Munjoy, LLC   
o East Bayside Lofts – Redfern Properties, LLC   
o 70 Anderson Street Redevelopment- Redfern Properties, LLC – Portland 
o Skateboard Park Design - Town of Bowdoinham  
o Monmouth Grange Hall Rehabilitation – The Theater at Monmouth, LLC 
o Blue Heron Lane NRPA Permitting, Kennebunkport Maine – John P. Spottiswoode 
o Cushing Island Pier/Breakwater Assessment – Cushing Island Associates 
o 2018 - 2016 Portland International Marine Terminal Expansion – Portland – MaineDOT 

Assistant District Engineer  
Cumberland County Soil & Water Conservation District  July 2010 – Dec. 2018 
Project Engineer, Gorrill Palmer Consulting Engineers, Inc. August 2003 – September 2007 
Field Office Engineer, HNTB Corporation Seasonal February 2002 – August 2003 

EDUCATION: 
Union College, Schenectady, New York, B.S. Civil Engineering, December 2001 

Czech Technical University, Prague, Czech Republic Fall 2001 
Union College Water Resource Program, Sao Paulo, Brazil  December 2000 

LICENSES/CERTIFICATIONS:  
 Maine Professional Engineering License #11419 
 New England Transportation Technician Certification Program (NETTCP) 

o Nuclear Gauge Certification 
o Hot Mix Asphalt Paving Inspector Certification  Cert #1993 

 Maine DEP - Certified in Maintenance & Inspection of Stormwater BMP’s Cert  #14 
 Certified Professional in Erosion and Sediment Control (CPESC) Cert.  #4620 
 Certified Erosion, Sediment and Storm Water Inspector (CESSWI) Cert #0293  
 Locally Administered Project (LAP) - MaineDOT 
 MaineDOT Construction Training – Certificate of Completion – 2012-2017 
 OSHA 10-Hour Construction Training 



Samuel J. Lebel, P.E. 
slebel@acorn-engineering.com 

65 Hanover St, Suite 1, Portland, ME 04101 
B. 207.775.2655 

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 
Project Engineer / Construction Manager, Acorn Engineering, Inc. May 2016 – Present 

Professional Engineer with project design/management, construction management, and 
environmental consulting responsibilities.  
Specialties include: 

 Providing urban infill and civil/site design services 
 Applying for permits to ensure local, state, and federal compliance  
 Performing construction oversight for residential, commercial, municipal, and industrial 

projects 
 Communicating/coordinating with clients, business partners, stakeholders, and regulators 
 Utilizing HydroCAD software to develop hydrological models and producing stormwater reports 

Projects – a partial list of representative projects include: 

Stormwater Feasibility Study & Stormwater/Site Upgrade Design – La Quinta Inn & Suites 
 The project included the investigation of a Portland hotel that historically experienced severe 

flooding due to its low elevation. Through hydrological modeling and creative design, several 
alternatives were presented to the client during Phase I which aimed to solve the flooding issue 
during intense rain events while also improving the functionality and aesthetics of the property.  

 Phase I responsibilities included: site surveys, development of reports, and utilizing AutoCAD 
Civil3D to draft pipe networks, detention basins, subcatchments, and parking layouts. Phase 2 
responsibilities included: the development and design of the site layout, landscaping, utility, and 
grading plans using AutoCAD Civil3D, development of the stormwater management report, 
hydrological modeling, comparison of stormwater management options, construction oversight, 
and annual post-construction inspections.  

Stroudwater Preserve Subdivision 
 Acorn was responsible for the design and permitting of a conservation subdivision with nearly 

100 house lots and a planned residential unit development (PRUD) for a total of 124 dwelling 
units. Over 20-acres of land adjacent to the Stroudwater River was designated as public open 
space to be connected with the Portland trail network. The project included full utility and site 
design with the implementation of multiple stormwater BMP’s to provide management per 
Maine DEP Chapter 500 standards.  

 Responsibilities included plan and detail development, stormwater sizing, BMP computation 
and modeling, stormwater maintenance guides, and construction management plans and 
reports. 

Engineering Technician, Olver Associates, Inc. June 2012 – May 2016 
As an engineering intern/technician, conducted topographic survey and pre-construction roadway 
layout, inspected municipal infrastructure, and assisted with the operation and maintenance of two 
wastewater treatment plants. 

EDUCATION: 
University of Maine, Orono, Maine, B.S. Civil & Environmental Engineering May 2016 
LICENSES/CERTIFICATIONS:  

 Maine Licensed Professional Engineer (P.E.) #16505 
 Maine DEP - Certified in Maintenance & Inspection of Stormwater BMP’s; Third Party Inspector 
 NETTCP HMA Paving Inspection;  
 OSHA 10-Hour Construction Training,  
 Maine DOT Local Project Administration Program;  



ACETO LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS + GORRILL PALMER CONSULTING ENGINEERS 1

AFFILIATIONS AND VOLUNTEERISM

HONORS + AWARDS

PUBLICATIONS + RECOGNITION

Architalx Board Member, 2017-2020
Portland Society for Architecture Advocacy Member, October 2016-2018
Maine Section of the Boston Society of Landscape Architects Leadership Group, October 2016-Present
Habitat for Humanity Basalt Residence Site Design, 2015

Grand Prize | Bayside Adapts Design Competition (2017)
Selected Entry | Town of Basalt Monument Sign Design Competition (2012)

Start Your Engines | Landscape Architecture Magazine, March 2017
Learning By Doing | CCASLA Rocky Mountain Exposures Magazine, Featured Works, 2009

SELECT PROJECTS 

PERSONAL BIO
Caitlin has worked in the field of landscape architecture for 15 years and is licensed in the states of 
Maine and Colorado. Caitlin’s project experience ranges in scale from circulation and wayfinding 
design at Grand Canyon National Park, to security barrier conceptualization for the Thomas Jefferson 
Memorial, to high end residential and hospitality design in Aspen, and community / park design in 
Maine.  Caitlin is energized by finding ways to enhance connections between people and place, and 
designing meaningful spaces for those connections to thrive and strengthen.  In addition to the nuts 
and bolts of a design program--art, culture, history and texture are some of the most exciting menu 
of elements that Caitlin hopes to leverage for a beautiful and well orchestrated project.

Memorial Garden | Quantico, Virginia
Caitlin was one of the designers responsible for conceptual and final design of a $1million 
memorial garden space to honor the mission, service and sacrifice by service people in government 
employment.  The project is presently under construction.

Roaring Fork Transit Authority Bus Rapid Transit Entitlements + Permitting | Roaring Fork Valley, CO
Caitlin was the project manager responsible for the facilitation of land use entitlements and 
permitting for the Roaring Fork Transportation Authority’s Bus Rapid Transit System— the first of its 
kind in the nation.  This project required coordination spanning five different jurisdictions.  (prior 
principal experience)

Grand Canyon Amphitheater, Landmark Feature and Circulation| Grand Canyon South Rim, AZ
Caitlin was a creative force behind the site planning and collaborative process that ensued with the 
National Park Service. Caitlin designed parking, sited new trail connections, and designed an iconic 
amphitheater along the canyon rim.  (prior principal experience)

CAITLIN ACETO, PLA, ASLA
ACETO LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS      
PRINCIPAL, LICENSED LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT  
CA@ACETOLA.COM
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2 WESTBROOK COMMON REVITALIZATION PROJECT | REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS

EDUCATION
BLA | Landscape Architecture 1999-2003
University of Massachusetts at Amherst (UMASS)

EXPERIENCE 

PERSONAL BIO
Seth has been practicing Landscape Architecture for over 15 years. He has a Bachelor’s degree in 
Landscape Architecture from the University of Massachusetts Amherst. Seth’s early experience with 
plants and site construction helps transports reality to the design process, while his professional 
experience has given him the design sensibility to successfully accomplish any range project type and 
size.  

Aceto Landscape Architects|Principal Landscape Architect, Portland, ME 2018-Present
Carroll Associates|Project Manger-Landscape Architect, Portland, ME 2017-2018
Mitchell & Associates| Project Manger Landscape Architect, Portland, ME 2015-2016
Michael Boucher Landscape Architecture| Project Manger, Freeport, ME 2005-2015
Gawron Turgeon Architects|Landscape Designer, Scarborough, ME 2003-20105

Downtown Plaza | Portland Maine
Seth is the project manager and lead designer (mbla) responsible for designing and overseeing 
the site plan approvals and permitting process for a 5,000 square foot urban plaza remodel in a 
prominent location in the heart of Portland’s downtown district. 

Hotel Aspen | Aspen, CO 
Seth played an instrumental role in managing this landmark project in the historic center of 
downtown Aspen, CO. A complex urban site and large, multi-disciplinary project team, coupled 
with an extensive design program with many custom features have made this project a design and 
management challenge which Seth has successfully navigated while delivering superior design value 
and attention to detail and project budgets.

Phillips Academy - Paresky Commons | Andover, MA (prior experience, mbla)
Seth was the project manager responsible for leading the site renovation and redesign of the historic 
Paresky Commons, a 1920’s Colonial Revival dinning hall and student center which serves as the 
heart and social hub of the campus. The design expanded the entry terrace and stairs to provide a 
generous and comfortable experience of the landscape, allowing greater ease of daily use and much 
needed space for special events. A new terrace at the lower level created an outdoor extension of 
a busy student lounge, while the upper level serves as a vital pedestrian node between the athletic 
complex and academic buildings, Paresky Commons earned LEED silver certification .

SETH KIMBALL, PLA, ASLA  
ACETO LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS          
PRINCIPAL, LICENSED LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 
SK@ACETOLA.COM

SELECT PROJECTS
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ACETO LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS + GORRILL PALMER CONSULTING ENGINEERS 3

AFFILIATIONS AND VOLUNTEERISM

HONORS + AWARDS

PUBLICATIONS + RECOGNITION

Member | Portland Bicycle-Pedestrian Advisory Committee
Member | Portland Society for Architecture Board Member
Member | City of Portland Public Art Committee

Grand Prize | Bayside Adapts Design Competition (2017)
National ASLA Honor Award, Design Team Member | Lafitte Greenway (Design Workshop, 2013)
Selected Entry | Town of Basalt Monument Sign Design Competition (2012)
Guest Lecturer | North Dakota State University School of Architecture (2011)
Honor Award | Fort Collins Urban Design Awards (2009)
First Prize | CLARB Wayne Grace Memorial Design Competition (2008)

Start Your Engines | Landscape Architecture Magazine, March 2017
Learning By Doing | CCASLA Rocky Mountain Exposures Magazine, Featured Works, 2009

SELECT PROJECTS 

PERSONAL BIO
Nick is a licensed landscape architect and urban designer with a deep passion for the creative 
process. Nick believes in landscape as a framework for organizing the patterns and behaviors through 
which we live.  From the private garden to the region, Nick has the ability to recognize and translate 
patterns into visual narratives which tell the unique story of a place through built form. Nick grew up 
in Portland, Maine where he developed an deep appreciation for the rich and varied New England 
landscape, from rocky shorelines of the Atlantic to the forested peaks of the Appalachians. As both 
a consummate urbanist and adventure-seeking outdoorsman, Nick is intrigued by the interplay 
between urban form, economics, wild nature, and ecology. 

The Downs | Scarborough Maine
ALA has worked closely in collaboration with the Planning and Engineering staff at Gorrill Palmer to 
provide master planning and design services for this 500+-acre master plan which includes a large 
town center and community park component.
LIBBYTOWN PLAYSCAPE |Portland Maine
ALA worked closely with the Libbytown Neighborhood Association to provide conceptual design and 
visuals for an interpretive playscape in Dougherty Field Park in Portland. The project was awarded 
more than $130,000 in CDBG funding in 2018.
HOTEL ASPEN | Aspen CO
ALA continues to play a key role in the planning and design of this landmark hotel redevelopment in 
downtown Aspen, CO. Our scope includes the design of intimate public amenity spaces as well as a 
private ‘grotto’ pool deck and courtyard spaces.
OUR TOWN BASALT |Basalt CO
Aceto provided large-scale, creative town planning and visioning for a nearly 24-month effort hosted 
by the Town of Basalt to engage the public and community-at-large around the planning and redevel-
opment of Basalt’s historic downtown core. The first phase was completed Spring 2016.

NICK ACETO, PLA, ASLA
ACETO LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS      
PRINCIPAL, LICENSED LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
NA@ACETOLA.COM
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